
This tutorial is provided as a courtesy by ECS Tuning. 

Proper service and repair procedures are vital to the safe, reliable operation of all motor 
vehicles as well as the personal safety of those performing the repairs. Standard safety 
procedures and precautions (including use of safety goggles and proper tools and equipment) 
should be followed at all times to eliminate the possibility of personal injury or improper 
service which could damage the vehicle or compromise its safety.

Although this material has been prepared with the intent to provide reliable information, no 
warranty (express or implied) is made as to its accuracy or completeness. Neither is any 
liability assumed for loss or damage resulting from reliance on this material. SPECIFICALLY, 
NO WARRANTY OF MERCHANTABILITY, FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE OR ANY 
OTHER WARRANTY IS MADE OR TO BE IMPLIED WITH RESPECT TO THIS MATERIAL. In 
no event will ECS Tuning, Incorporated or its affiliates be liable for any damages, direct or 
indirect, consequential or compensatory, arising out of the use of this material.
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Brake Pad Bedding Procedure

Proper Brake Pad Bedding Procedures

Often overlooked, proper brake pad bedding (break-in) is essential to the performance and longevity of 

your new brakes. Taking the time to properly bed in your brake pads will allow them to perform at their 

full potential. We recommend replacing your brake rotors when you replace pads, but resurfacing your 

used rotors is an option as long as they meet minimum thickness recommendations. The complete 

bedding in of brake pads is a process that usually takes between 300-500 miles depending on the type 

of driving you do, but following the recommended procedure directly after installation is of utmost 

importance.

In simple terms, bedding your brake pads allows the pads to mate with the rotors uneven surfaces. Even 

brand new brake rotors are covered with microscopic scratches, grooves, and imperfections that must 

be worn down to create as much surface area as possible for the pads to come in contact with. As your 

brake pads bed in, they contour to fit every imperfection in the rotors. Below are basic instructions to 

help bed in your brake pads and rotors correctly. 

Immediately after installation, you will notice that the first few stops on your new brakes will result in 

very little braking power. Be careful not to apply the brakes hard enough to overheat the pads or rotors 

and be very careful not to drive in traffic right away. 

Bring the vehicle up to 60 mph and lightly apply the brakes a few seconds at a time to bring them up to 

temperature. Do not try to stop the vehicle at this time, only to start to bed them in and get them to 

operating temperature. 

After getting them warmed up, make a series of 8-10 near-stops. Do this by firmly pressing the brake 

pedal from about 60 mph down to about 10 mph not allowing the vehicle to come to a complete stop. If 

you allow the vehicle to come to rest, you run the risk of allowing hot brake pad material to imprint to 

the rotors and inhibit the bed in procedure. Allow a minute or two between near-stops to help regulate 

brake temperatures. After you have completed these near-stops drive the vehicle at road speed long 

enough to allow the brakes to cool down, and repeat the series of 8-10 near stops again. 

For the next few hundred miles drive normally, trying not to overheat them. Repeated high speed stops 

will increase the risk of damaging brake pads and rotors permanently, so extra care during break in is 

recommended. 

It is easy to see how your bedding progress is going by looking through your wheel spokes at the brake 

rotors. In the beginning stages of break in, you will notice uneven and even rough areas on the brake 

rotors. As break in is completed the rotors will become increasingly smooth and shiny, until they are 

completely smooth in appearance. 


